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With the world around us plunging into uncertainty due to the raging
pandemic, we still have a lot to be thankful for. It is that attitude for
gratitude which enabled us as a team to steer on during uncertain
times and reach out to hundreds of people living in poverty. Looking
back, we are glad that we left our safety shores and ventured out to
the unchartered waters in 2020-2021. At a time when the COVID-19
pandemic was creating havoc in the lives of people especially living in
remote villages, we are glad we were there for them. We are in the
journey of transforming communities. We consider it our calling to
eradicate poverty in forgotten communities. We work to provide
formal education to all children in the rural neighbourhood so that we
can build sustainable communities. As a direct outcome of our
monthly food kit distribution, we were successfully able to put a stop
to child labour in many communities.

Commendable work by all volunteers and child counsellors helped in
creating a positive support network for all our school going children
and their families. Having reached out to 51 villages last year, we are
looking forward to expanding our operations in the coming year.

The year that went by displayed the grit and determination of our
team in stepping up against all odds to focus on the greater need.
Heartfelt appreciation to all commoners, donors and sponsors who
shared your heart in making a huge difference to so many lives. While
the world is still coming to terms with the socio-economic impacts of
the pandemic, we are committed to providing hope and a sustainable
future to hundreds of people in need. Let us continue the journey
together. 3
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A Picture Paints a Thousand Words - Summary of Activities 2020/2021

This picture depicts our International Aid project as a story in numbers for the year 
2020/2021. It was challenging to start a mission project at the peak of COVID-19, but 
standing together as one body towards a common goal helped us in reaching out to 

more people in need. It is humbling to experience how God is using a  fellowship based 
on music and creative arts as His instruments for a much bigger cause.

Age Composition
of

Our Sponsored Children

0-6 years 7-12 years
13-18 years 19+ years



WHO WE ARE

OUR MISSION

To break the cycle of poverty with 
education, nourishment and health care

OUR VISION
To provide holistic support for 1000 

disadvantaged children and families by 2030
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OUR PURPOSEOUR ETHOS

To spread the meaningful message of 
love, hope and peace across boundaries

To pursue a life of servanthood and compassion 
for the betterment of the world around us



If you can’t feed a 
hundred people, 
then feed just one 

– Mother Teresa
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A BRIEF HISTORY - HOW IT ALL BEGAN

The Common People was formed in 2014 for the greater
common good. The focus of the organisation is to reach out to
people in need around the globe. We are a registered not-for-
profit organisation run by an army of volunteers, and most of our
work involves community engagement and fundraising for
various initiatives and projects through creative arts concerts. In
2019, we undertook our own mission project of supporting 1000
children from remote villages in India. We are passionate about
nurturing children, restoring their health, providing them with
formal education and improving their livelihoods. We look
forward to the future in creating a positive difference in the
world we live in.

ABOUT US
The Common People Ltd. is registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) and has tax-deductible
gift recipient (DGR) status. Our organisation comprises of ordinary people from various walks of life who are passionate about
bringing joy and hope to people around us. This is primarily achieved through a wide variety of elements, including creative arts
concerts, volunteering and fundraising activities for various projects. In our organisation, everyone is family, and there are plenty of
opportunities to get involved with us. We have no paid employees in Australia. Our board oversees all our projects and ensures
strict accountability and reporting procedures and policies are adhered to.



2020/2021 –A Year that was TCP

The Common People (TCP) launched its International Aid programme,
and we are working closely with our local team in India to provide
nourishment and basic amenities for our children and their families.

Every month our team of volunteers venture out several hundreds of
kilometres to provide food and other essential items needed for all the
107 children and their families under our programme. We are blessed to
have selfless volunteers who willingly sacrifice their time and resources
to reach the unreached.

Despite the COVID situation worsening in India, our volunteers rose
above the challenges and set out every month in their local small vans to
deliver much-needed supplies to the villages. However, from the month
of April, distribution of kits were carried out from The Common People
office in India to adhere to the strict government protocols.
Different time slots were allocated per family for collection of kits and
safe COVID protocols were complied with. The Common People funded
the costs where required towards safe transportation of our children
and families to collect these monthly kits. All children under our child
sponsorship programme and their families were provided with monthly
food kits during the year 2020/2021 despite the challenging COVID
pandemic.

Missions - A Humble Beginning
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PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN 2020/2021

Stand by a Child

‘Stand by a Child’ is a child sponsorship programme focussing
on providing education, nourishment, improved health, better
standard of living and higher quality of life to hundreds of
children and families.
The children we support have had family history of abuse,
suicide and negligence which have affected these children
negatively. Providing regular counselling sessions, mental
health support and assessments is one of our key focus areas.
We also work closely with school authorities and teachers in
reaching out to kids who drop out of schools because their
families cannot afford education and sustenance. We are
passionate about nurturing children, restoring their health,
providing them with formal education and thus improving their
livelihoods.

The Common People come together for the purpose of improving the quality of life and
addressing the necessities of life for people who struggle to get them. In India, we are directly
involved in providing nourishment and better shelter to children who are living in impoverished
areas.
Most of these children and their families currently struggle to have three meals a day. By
providing food and necessities to the under-privileged, we are bringing about a change in those
impoverished children and families. Our regular supplies ensure these under-privileged families
will have access to basic food and nourishment, and thus reducing hunger and addressing issues
related to malnutrition.
Focusing on emotional and mental health concerns will provide holistic and comprehensive care
to the youth and children thus leading to reduction in criminal and antisocial behaviours. Better
mental health will help them in developing into responsible citizens and in turn contribute
towards elevating socio-economic status of the community.
We are directly reaching out to people who require basic needs in life like nourishment and
wellbeing. Helping others in need is our motto and passion, and we gather our resources to
provide a lending hand to people in need.



COVID-19 RELIEF 
PROGRAMME

The Common People implemented several
measures to mitigate the effects of COVID-19
on our mission projects in India. The Common
People raised funds and gathered resources to
specifically address the COVID pandemic crisis
in India. Our outreach paved the ray of hope
for many communities who were devastated
with the spread of the virus.

Our International COVID Relief Program is only
possible with the generous donations we
receive from individuals and organizations.
Together, we can ensure that no child in our
community goes hungry during the Covid-19
pandemic. An Act of Kindness, not to be
forgotten.
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PROGRAMMES WE UNDERTOOK IN 2020/2021

The team in India undertook several programmes throughout the year. What a humbling experience to be sent an invitation by a renowned university to share the
activities of The Common People to motivate their graduating students! An amazing outreach programme to give back to the community.
Our office in India celebrated its 1st anniversary by running an educational campaign in a small tribal village of 100 families. The campaign included games,
motivational talks, group awareness and discussions. The day ended with lunch for the entire village. With God all things are possible. Despite the current situation in
India, it is amazing to see the whole village come together to experience this noble act by our team.
A career guidance curriculum has been developed for our kids above the age of 14. Thirty-Five kids have been identified to be provided with regular guidance on
various career options after completion of Year 12. This program is being developed with the help of mentors and career guides spread across major cities in India.



Reaching Out

The Common People reached out and helped over 3500 people
in need over the last one year. In addition to children and families
under our child sponsorship programme, our team in India went
out to several struggling neighbouring villages and distributed
food kits and other essential supplies.

To keep up the health and wellbeing of our children and
families, there was a vaccination campaign drive initiated
among our village network. We thank our volunteers who took
the initiative to discuss this with the local government officials
and thus enabling this drive to be successful.
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A little help, a seed planted, a journey begins….

Education brings new meaning to those who have never had
opportunities of even dreaming about going further in life. The
Common People helped in enrolling 107 children in schools,
colleges and universities last year. Some of our children have
graduated from schools and have been enrolled in universities
for a wide number of career courses including Bachelor of
Computer Science, Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Master of
Commerce, Master of Plant Biology, Master of Plant
Biotechnology, etc. This was only possible because of kind
donations received from our well-wishers. We are ever grateful
to our sponsors for partnering with us in providing
scholarships and financial assistance to our university
students, so that we can provide our children with wings to fly.
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Celebrating the Joys of Success with our Children
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Bersiyal who is training in silambam (a
traditional martial arts) represented her
District at State level and won the third
prize. This is a proud moment not only
for Bersiyal but for all of us the wider
family and we praise God for Bersiyal’s
determination and efforts. She is truly an
inspiring example to all of us to never
give up in life despite the challenges
thrown at us.

Sai was awarded - “Student of the year”
by his college – What a great
achievement despite the difficult
circumstances he has been through the
year.

Nandhini, one of our sponsor children
who completed her Year 12 this year in
flying colours, is preparing to write the
Police Constable examination this year.

Congratulations to Sanjay, hailing from
the fishermen community for scoring
high marks in his Year 12 exams. We have
enrolled him to a bachelor’s degree in
Fisheries at a university in Chennai.

Some highlights



Changing lives: Lending a hand where we can

When a need arises, we will be there to ensure our children are supported with
the resources they need to live comfortable lives.

The home where Sruthi – one of our sponsor children was residing in, collapsed
one night. Sruthi was abandoned by her parents when she was 1 year old. She
lives with her uncle, aunt and their kids. We moved them temporarily to a
neighbour’s house and commenced the restoration work immediately. The
house was restored within a week.

Sai, a 19-year-old orphan used to live in a stable. The roof of his place of stay
was destroyed in the heavy monsoon rain. Sai was accommodated by one of our
own volunteers at his home for a few days whilst restoration work was being
carried out. Following this, Sai was struggling to sleep on the floor due to rodent
infestation. Professional assistance was sought, and a safe and secure floor was
built to alleviate this issue.
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The Common People team was able to construct a home for siblings Nishanthi
and Yashwanth when the need arose. Their hut was in a dilapidated state. We
responded to the silent pain of their parents, who are both daily wagers
currently unemployed as a result of the pandemic.



What a year it has been! Can’t believe it has been more than a year now
since we started The Common People here in India. Thanking God for all
His gracious providence throughout the last 12 months. He is certainly
gracious and faithful.

As The Common People India stands for uplifting and empowering
extremely poor children in rural villages, we were able to identify and
mentor 107 children over the last 12 months in Thiruvallur District, Tamil
Nadu. We made it our priority to provide rice and groceries to these 107
children and families on a monthly basis as most of them couldn’t afford
even three meals a day. We provided financial assistance to all our children
with their school, college and university fees. All kinds of school
necessities such as school bags, uniforms and notebooks are freely
distributed to our children so that they can concentrate and enjoy
education more, leaving behind the financial burden attached to their
education.

Students from broken families and those facing adolescent issues are
visited and counselled regularly. As the number of school dropouts in rural
villages are increasing, we ran education campaigns to create awareness
about the importance of education. We were also able to construct a few
houses for our children and families who had lost their homes.

During the second wave of COVID lockdown, as many families were
struggling due to unemployment, we helped more than 350 additional
families with groceries and rice on a regular basis. Many families who
received this help contacted us to express their gratitude for such timely
help.

As Apostle Paul says, “the one who calls you is faithful and He will do it”.
We are now truly convinced that we are handpicked by God to carry out
the mission He has planted in our hearts to transform the communities
around us. 16

FROM THE FIELD



Financial Summary 2020-2021
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Thank you

Through your generosity, 107 children have the resources
they need to experience the fullness of life. We are grateful
for your support and partnership to reach the most
vulnerable communities we work with in India.

Thank you to all donors, sponsors and members who have
stood by us, supported us and journeyed with us. Let’s
move forward towards our vision to support more children
and families in 2021/2022.

The Common People



CONNECT@THECOMMONPEOPLE.ORG

WWW.THECOMMONPEOPLE.ORG

CONTACT US

WWW.INSTAGRAM.COM/THECOMMONPEOPLEFOUNDATION/

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/THECOMMONPEOPLEFOUNDATION/


