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Our mission  

The mission of The Common People is to uplift the forgotten and the needy by promoting and 

supporting better living conditions through a holistic development of the individual and the society. 

We reach out to the impoverished by providing food, basic health, education and emergency relief, 

thereby relieving poverty and improving the quality of life of under privileged children and their 

families through holistic development. The organisation believes that good quality all-round 

education will help children reach their full potential. Needy children and adolescents are deprived of 

education because poverty remains one of the most obstinate barriers. We seek to help and promote 

education and all-round wellbeing to those children who are left behind. The Common People strives 

to make a difference in the world we live in and help disadvantaged people in need. 

 

 

Our vision 

The Common People come together for the purpose of improving the quality of life and addressing 

the basic necessities of life for people who struggle to get them. Our organisation believes in liaising 

with other local organisations and working together as a team in addressing and finding solutions to 

needs around us. Our strong local presence will be beneficial in helping people in need in Australia 

and thus aid community development. Working with other organisations helps us in sharing our 

vision as one big community for a common cause. 

 

About Us 

The Common People (registered as The Common People Inc), registered with the Australian 

Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) and has tax-deductible gift recipient (DGR) status. 

Our organisation comprise of ordinary people from various walks of life who are passionate about 

bringing joy and hope to people around us. This is primarily achieved through a wide variety of 

elements, including creative arts, volunteering, and fundraising for various projects. In TCP, everyone 

is family, and there is always a way for anyone to get involved with us—and it is not only limited to 

creative arts. We have no paid employees in Australia. Our committee oversee all projects and 

ensure that our strict accountability and reporting procedures and policies are adhered to.  

 

Our History 

The Common People was formed in 2014 with the motive to be a creative arts based group who are 

passionate to volunteer their time for various worthy causes around us and thus make a difference in 

the community we live in. In 2015, we worked closely with Watato Australia and raised funds for 

Watoto African Children's Choir, a group of orphan kids trying to come up through various struggles 

in life. We did a joint concert with Watoto Australia and thus introduced them to our patrons and 

well wishers, who are currently sponsoring 36 kids on an ongoing basis.   We volunteered for the 

Operation Shoe Box Program in 2015 run by Samaritan's Purse, helping them with collecting and 

packing gifts and sending across to kids who have never received a gift in their lifetime for Christmas.   

 

We joined hand with the Christian Blind Mission during the charity concert at St Paul's Cathedral in 

2016 and raised funds to restore eye sight to 154 people in need around the globe.  In 2018, we 

supported Samaritan’s Purse with our charity concert held at the Sydney Opera House. We also 

work closely with Red Cross Australia and volunteer in donating blood every year during the Passion 

week. 
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The Common People Inc 

Committee’s Report 

30 June 2020 

 

The Committee members present this report on the incorporated association of The Common People for the 

financial year ended year 30 June 2020 

Given the announcements and recommendations by the Federal Government as well as Victoria’s declared the state 

of emergency, in relation to COVID-19 and the need to limit social contact, the general body meetings were held in 

zoom sessions in accordance with the constitution of The Common People. 

During this financial year, four general body meetings were held.  

Meeting Date 

Annual General Body Meeting (AGM) 21st July 2019 

Special General Body Meeting (SGM)  27th October 2019 

Special General Body Meeting (SGM)  24th November 2019 

Special General Body Meeting (SGM)  31st May 2020 

 

Committee Members 

 

We had 14 members as part of the vibrant executive committee including the board members, who actively 

participated in the meetings and shared responsibilities in running the organisation activities.  

The following members were elected as board members for the 2019/20 financial year at the general body meeting 

held on 21st July 2019: 

Board members/Trustees 

Name Position 

Sudhin Mammen President 

Mathews Puliyelil Vice President 

Arun Ramachandran Secretary 

Binu Koshy Treasurer 

Dino Thomas Trustee 

 

 

Benevolent Relief Activity 

Over the last few years, we have helped other organisations in various ways by doing volunteering works and raising 

funds for them.  From this financial year onwards, we are starting our own benevolent relief activities among the poor 

and needy. The Common People believes every child deserves to live with easy access to education, nourishment, 

good heath care and a dignified life. Our short term vision is to reach out directly to 1000 children living below 

poverty line, and provide them with nourishment, healthcare, mental well being and education. As an organisation 

promoting the wellbeing of children, The Common People is committed to the safety and protection of all the 

children under our care and support our mission activity in India through the registered NGO in India.  

Covid Relief 

The COVID-19 global pandemic is having an unprecedented impact on individuals and communities throughout the 

world, including India and Australia. It has grown into a global health crisis, pushing some of our mission fields in the 

remote villages to the brink of collapse. 
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Since mid-March 2020, The 

Common People have enacted a 

number of measures to mitigate 

the effects of COVID-19 on our 

mission projects in India. The 

Common People raised funds 

for COVID relief work in India. 

Our outreach paved the ray of 

hope for the community who 

were devastated with the spread 

of the virus.  

Global lockdown measures and 

interrupted transportation 

networks tested our logistics and 

supply systems, and financial 

resourcing. It is thanks to the 

tremendous collaborative effort 

of our teams that The Common 

People managed to keep sending 

urgently needed supplies, source 

essential material and rapidly 

raise some of the urgently 

needed funds to include 

COVID-19 preparedness and 

response into our projects.  
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As we look back on our initial response, the pandemic continues to have grave impact globally, including in our 

mission programs. At the time of writing of this report,  the organisation had experienced significant challenges in 

reaching out to socially and economically deprived people and The Common People continues to actively pursue our 

activities to reach out to the communities in need.      

Significant Changes 

The following resolutions were passed by the members during the general body meeting held on 31st May 2020. 

Transfer of Registration – from an Association to a Company  

Resolved as a special resolution pursuant to its rights under section 110 of the Associations Incorporation 

Reform Act 2012 that The Common People Inc apply to be registered as a company limited by guarantee 

pursuant to Part 5B.1 of the Corporations Act 2001. 

Resolved that all such notices and documents be signed on behalf of The Common People  Inc and lodged 

with the Registrar of Associations and the Australian Securities and Investments Commission and all such 

other things be done as are necessary or convenient to finalise registration as a company limited by 

guarantee pursuant to Part 5B.1 of the Corporations Act 2001. 

Appointment of Directors 

Resolved to appoint by a single resolution the following Committee Members of The Common People Inc 

as directors of The Common People Ltd with effect from the date of its registration under the 

Corporations Act 2001, their written consent having been received. 

 Arun Ramachandran 

 Benoy Peter 

 Mathews Abraham Puliyelil 

 Sharon Oommen 

 Sudhin Aby Mammen 

 

Change of Name to The Common People Ltd 

Resolved as a special resolution that the name of The Common People Inc be The Common People Ltd 

with effect from registration as a company limited by guarantee under the Corporations Act 2001. 

Adoption of New Constitution 

Resolved as a special resolution to adopt the constitution as the constitution of The Common People Ltd 

with effect from registration as a company limited by guarantee under the Corporations Act 2001. 

 

The Common People is closely 

working with our local team in 

India to provide nourishments, 

to enhance personal hygiene 

and general well-being of the 

children and their families.  

Our gratitude also goes to our 

donors, who have empowered 

our teams to globally respond to 

this pandemic and continue to 

support The Common People 

mission and life-saving work. 
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Operating result 

The surplus of the organisation for this financial year amounted to $1103 (2019: $2123.00) 

 

 

 

 

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Members of the Committee: 

 

 

Secretary                           ……………………………………  

                                              Arun Ramachandran 

 

 

Treasurer                          ……………………………………  

                                                      Binu Koshy 

 

Date:      6
th

 October 2020 
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